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The copper strike in Montana with all of its attendant problems 
and frustrations has carried over into the new year. On January 31, 
1968 it was in the 20lst day and half way into the seventh month. 

It now has the dubious honor of claiming a record for labor disputes 
in Montana. 

Meetings between union and management officials have been few, 
far between, and non-productive. The latest, a two day negogiating 
session last week, found an offer from the Anaconda Company for wage 
raises of from 31 3/8 cents to 44 1/2 cents an hour rejected by union 
officials. Some local issues also under discussion went unresolved. 

A sore point with management officials is the demand of the 
coalition of unions led by the United Steslworkers for a single 
contract covering all workers at company operations. This break 
with the past will not come easily for management is equally 
tenacious and determined to keep separate agreements for different 
plants and operations, based on local conditions and issues. 


A three member federal fact finding panel began meetings in 


Washington, D. C. om January 30, 1968 with union and management 
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personnel. It will listen to both sides hopefully bringing some 
Peacon and order from the chaos of the past. 

The rank and file union member, sweating out nearly seven 
months of mounting debts, tries hard to calmly accept the inability 
of the decision makers to come to terms. 

The economic impact of such a lengthy strike is more keenly 
felt in Anaconda and Butte. Both more or less are considered 
"one industry" towns. In recent years Butte's economy has bene~- 
fited from some new industry, but it has not been of such dimension 
to cushion the shock of sustained idleness of 41% of its work force. 

Main street business in Anaconda and Butte continues at a 


low ebb. Trade industry worker layoffs continue on a daily basis. 
Some of the more fortunate are retained on short work weeks. Per- 
haps with the hope that their own optimism might communicate a 
better economic climate, some tradesmen reported sales volume 
comparable to last year. A venerable Butte merchant of 50 years 


standing was more realistic. "Everybody's hurting," he said, 


"but some just don't want to admit it." 
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A total of 2,037 unemployment claim checks amounting to $67,754 
has »%een paid so far to workers not directly involved in the strike 
but who were idled because of distressed economic conditions caused 
by it. There were 1,367 payments to claimants in Silver Bow County, 
538 in Deer Lodge County, 66 in Cascade County, and 27 in Lewis and 
Clark County. 39 payments went to claimants who moved to other 
counties or out of the State. 

So far, Montana's Unemployment Compensation Trust Fund has 
weathered the circumstances of the past 64 months in good shape. 

On July 17, 1967, the UCC fund balance was $19,961,000. The bal- 
ance on January 29, 1968 was $21,325,000. 

Based on the hypothesis that none of the workers in the “second= 
ary layoff" category have found work since filing claims for unemploy= 
ment benefits, their loss in wages to date is estimated at $1,670,400. 
Workers directly involved in the strike through union affiliation 
are barred by Montana law from receipt of unemployment compensation 
payments. 

Some of the strike idled workers who accepted employment in 


west coast industries have returned to their family homes in Montana. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2010 with funding from 
Montana State Library 


http://www.archive.org/details/positionpaperonmjan1968mont 


a @o6 
They have found that it is a losing battle to maintain two households. 
Butte has counted twenty such returnees in the past month. Most are 
long time mining company employees who want to protect their retire- 
ment rights by returning to their former jobs when the strike is 
settled. 
IMPACT OF THE STRIKE ON PUBLIC WELFARE FUNDS: JULY 15, 1967 to 
JANUARY 31, 1968: 


1) SILVER BOW COUNTY (Butte) 
a. 675 striking families received general assistance 


warrants of: =------<--------~-------- 2-2 ee ee = $371,500.00 


b. An additional 1,524 families certified eligible 


for food stamp program. 


2) DEER LODGE COUNTY (Anaconda) 
a. 350 striking families received general assistance 


warrants Of: ~2---------------- ~~ ee $198 , 000.00 


b. Am additional 722 families certified eligible 


for food stamp program. 


3) CASCADE COUNTY (Great Falls) 
a. 69 striking families received general assistance 


warrants of; ---=----------4 22-22 ee ee ee $ 29,500.00 


b. An additional 775 families certified eligible 


for food stamp program. 
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RECAPITULATION OF PUBLIC ASSISTANCE FOR THESE THREE COUNTIES FROM 


JULY 15, 


1) 


2) 


1967 THROUGH JANUARY 31, 1968: 


1,094 striking families from these three counties received 


a total of $599,000.00 in general assistance warrants. 


3,021 striking families were certified as eligible to 


participate in the surplus food stamp program. 


WAGE LOSSES OF STRIKING WORKERS FROM JULY 15, 1967 to JANUARY 


31, 1968: 


1) 


2) 


3) 


Estimated wages lost by all striking workers: $24,353,387.52 


Average wages lost by each striking employee: §$ 3,224.76 
Time required for average striking employee 20 Years 
8 Months 


to make up wages lost to January 3lst if the 
average settlement should be 7.5 cents per 
hour more than pre-strike rate. (Based on 


40 hour week) 


ESTIMATED STATE TAX LOSSES AS RESULT OF COPPER STRIKE FROM JULY 15, 


1967 TO JANUARY 31, 1968: 


1) 


2) 


3) 


PREPARED 
EDGAR H. 


Loss of State income taxes from 7,200 $ 654,912.00 


strike idled workers: 


Loss of revenue frommineral production tax: ' $ 631,715.00 


TOTAL tax losses as direct result of strike $ 1,286,627.00 


to January 31, 1968: (Loss in taxes to 


State of Montana) 
BY UCC = HELENA, MONTANA ~-- January 31, 1968 
REEDER, Chairman and Executive Director 
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